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From Simulation to Immersive Classroom
Early Evidence on Lecturer-Led Virtual Reality in Accounting Education

Immersive, lecturer-led accounting education in practice



Accounting 
Education Is 
Still 2D

The profession 
is not



Accounting Education Is Still Primarily 2D
Yet professional accounting practice is increasingly immersive, digital, and judgement-driven.

Traditional Accounting Education Modern Accounting Practice

Slides
Spreadsheets
Case Studies
Lecture-Based Delivery
Passive Observation

Students often observe accounting
rather than experience it.

Cloud Platforms
AI-Assisted Decisions
Real-Time Dashboards
Collaboration
Professional Judgement

Graduates enter digitally complex environments 
requiring rapid decision-making.

Students are entering professional environments they have never authentically experienced 
during their education.

(Kolb, 1984; Lave & Wenger, 1991)

























Why It 
Matters

Experiential 
learning (Kolb)

Immersion → 
presence → 
decision-making

Addresses gap in 
accounting 
education



Final Thought

VR doesn’t replace 
accounting education

It places students 
inside it

If the profession is 
immersive, our 
teaching should be too

Maebh Coleman – Lecturer - ATU
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