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Introduction and Context 

� Challenge of definition – a variety of forms and function

� Irish survey (Farrell et al. 2021 p.103) “assessment, placement and 

to collect evidence of graduate attributes”

� Nagle, Farrelly and O’Connell (2019) - academic use indicates 

various technologies used as portfolios or de facto portfolios.

� Slow pace of ePortfolio adoption within the Irish Education sector 

could be “due to three factors: a lack of government policy drivers; 

no distinct Irish ePortfolio community; and a scarcity of funding” 

(Farrell, 2018, p.154). 



Methodology

� Adopted an exploratory case study design in a single HEI.  

� Incorporated a mixed-methods approach to data 

collection involving an online survey followed by semi-

structured interviews.

� Interviews were carried out remotely by the primary 

researcher using an institutional MS Teams account. 

� Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis (IPA) of 

qualitative data from the semi-structured interviews and 

the open-ended questions from the survey
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Conclusion 

� Simply presenting ePortfolios as a self-evident good and hoping that the 

situation will resolve itself is short-sighted and likely to end in frustration 

and missed opportunities.



Publication

� Journal of Educators Online 

� ‘Student experiences of ePortfolios within an Irish University’
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