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Reflective Mapping Tools

• UCC – SDG Toolkit

• DeMontford – SDG Planning Toolkits





Value Driven …........

Sustainable Development







Source: https://osdg.ai



What are the 
professional 
bodies 
doing?



European 
Degree 
System

Programmes

• 3 – 4 years Undergradaute

• 1 – 2 Years Post Gradaute

• Semester – 2 per year

• Module – 6 per semester

• ECTS – 5 or 10 per module

• Programme Level Outcomes

• NQF Level

Module

• Codes, ECTS, NQF Level

• Intended Learning 
Outcomes

• Indicative Syllabus

• Learning and Teaching 
MEthods

• Assessments

• Learning Resources



Example: Corporate Strategy & Governance



• To what extent is sustainability embedded?

• How do we map modules to specific SDGs?

Two key questions …...



STARS Categorisation
of Courses/Modules





Mapping the 
SDGs to a 

Programme



Automated SDG Alignment Mapping Tool

• Identify root keywords (RK)

• Attribute a Sustainability Importance (SI) Score to each RK

• Determine the likely SDGs from the presence of RKs

• Calculate a SI for each module and programme

• Categorise using AASHE-STARS each module based on its SI Score



Calculating Sustainability Importance (SI) Score



Examples of Root Key Words (RKs)



SDG Automated 
Tool Outputs

• Sustainability Focused

• Sustainability in Mind

• No Sustainability Elements

• Most Likely SDGs

• Other Possible SDGs



Example – Academic Communications module



Example – Academic Communications module



Methodology Now Published



Caturing this Information in Future Module Descriptor



Example of a Programme Analysis



Rewriting 
Module 
Descriptors for 
Sustainability



Marketing our 
Curriculum through the 
Sustainable Development 

Goals



Development of 
The Curriculum 
Sustainability 

Interrogator (CSI) 
Tool.

Manual 
validation

Validation from 
staff

Piloting with 
Akari

Comparison 
using AI 

tools

5773 modules analysed:

 Sustainable: 16 ± 6 keywords (Max 41)

 Sustainability In Mind: 9 ± 2 keywords (Max 19)

 Other: 3 ± 2 keywords (Max 12)

Work in progress…
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