
CUA Re-imagining assessment and feedback for student 
success

A review and evaluation of the introduction and application of 
the ABC learning design methodology to the 

BA in Law with Criminal Justice programme in Donegal ATU 

Dr Brónagh Heverin 1 6 2022



CUA Re-imagining assessment project
Project lead: Dr Deirdre McClay, Senior Lecturer in Teaching 

& Learning, Donegal ATU

Programme lead: Dr Brónagh Heverin, Law Lecturer, Donegal 
ATU

Department: Law, Public Service and Education 

Programme: BA in Law with Criminal Justice

Level: 7 with the option of add-on level 8.

Pedagogic approach: Focus on experiential learning



Examples
of the
assessments

Mock 
trial

Moot 
Court

Infographic

Oral 
Submission

Work 
Place 

Learning

Street 
Law

Case 
studies

Client 
interview

Reflections



Programme Assessment Design
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CUA Re-imagining assessment project
ABC Learning Design Framework, what is it?



CUA Re-imagining assessment project
ABC Learning Design Framework

Learning type

Cards: Definitions 

on one side and 

examples of 

activities on the 

other



CUA Re-imagining assessment project

Adoption of the ABC learning design framework in 6 stages

1. Induction of project team

2. Education and training of academic staff on the programme

3. Individual module workshop

4. Programme workshop

5. Implementation

6. Evaluation and review



Adoption of the ABC learning design framework in 6 stages
1. Induction of project team

ABC Learning Design Online Workshop for this project 
facilitated by Dr Carina Ginty, Head, Teaching and Learning 
Office ATU Galway on 18 October 2021

Designs on the future: Applying the ABC learning design 
framework online, Workshop facilitated by Clare Gormley, 
Suzanne Stone and Rob Lowney of Dublin City University on 8 
October 2021



Adoption of the ABC learning design framework in 6 stages
2. Education and training of academic staff on the 
programme

ABC Learning Design Workshop for all of the academic staff on the BA 
in Law with Criminal Justice programme for the purposes of this project 
facilitated by Dr Deirdre McClay and Dr Brónagh Heverin on 26 October 
2021

This workshop was then followed by a workshop with each individual 
staff member on a specific module in January 2022.

All workshops in Donegal ATU were face-to-face.



Adoption of the ABC learning design framework in 6 stages
3. Individual module workshop



Adoption of the ABC learning design framework in 6 stages
4. Programme workshop – Year 1



Adoption of the ABC learning design framework in 6 stages
4. Programme workshop – Year 3



Adoption of the ABC learning design framework in 6 stages
5. Implementation

On completion of the individual workshop followed by the programme 
workshop it was a matter for each individual member of staff to 
implement as they chose in one or more of their modules.



Adoption of the ABC learning design framework in 6 stages
6. Evaluation and review

Participating academic staff voluntarily completed an online 
survey which was based on the participant evaluation survey 
used by UCL and DCU as part of their Erasmus + ABC to VLE 
project.



Evaluation and Review

At the outset,
3 words that best 
describe overall 
assessment 
approach in the BA 
in Law with 
Criminal Justice 
programme



Evaluation and Review

But....



Evaluation and Review

Individual 
module 
Workshop
outcomes



Evaluation and Review - Implementation



Evaluation and Review - Implementation

What are or were the barriers to the 
implementation of your plan?

Lack of time was the overwhelming 
response with one suggesting 
intransigence of colleagues and another 
referencing physical set up of lecture 
theatres and large classes



Evaluation and Review - Implementation

If you did not manage to implement 
your plans with the outcome of the 
workshop, why not?

Responses included:
➢ Too late for this year 
➢ Intend to do next year
➢ Insufficient time due to programmatic 

review
➢ Intransigent colleagues



Evaluation and Review

Programme
Workshop
outcomes



Evaluation and Review – The Workshops



Evaluation and Review

Supports 
needed 
for future 
implementation



Thank you for listening

Any questions?


